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Just before leaving for Easter
Break, students stood in long
lines stretched around the LaRita
Boren Student Center (Stu) to pick
up their coronavirus relief checks
on Wednesday, March 31.
Provost Michael Hammond
announced earlier in the week
that all degree-seeking students
who are eligible for federal financial aid would receive a relief check in accordance with
the Coronavirus Response and
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSAA).
Stephen Olson, the vice president for business and finance
and chief financial officer said,
“As a result of the coronavirus
pandemic and the resulting economic downturn, the federal government has passed three specific
pieces of legislation in the last 13
months that have made funds
available to colleges.”
Students received the first
portion of these funds through
the CARES Act distributed in the
summer and the end of fall 2020.
These relief checks are the second
portion. The funds from the third
piece have not been received or
distributed by Taylor yet.
For students who received the
Pell Grant this year, the relief
check totaled $450; students who
did not get the Pell Grant but still
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Students stood in long lines in the Student Center to get their COVID relief checks.

qualify for federal financial aid received $225.
“We are pleased to distribute
these funds to you and trust that
they will be useful to you this semester,” Hammond said.
Over 1,200 students picked up
their checks between 11 a.m. and
2 p.m. on March 31. Those who
did not were able to pick up their
funds from the business office in
Freimuth or will have the check
mailed to their home addresses.
David Lloyd, director of accounting and financial reporting,
Michele Bragg, director of financial operations, Joyce Shaffer, accounting assistant, and Olson

were the team members that distributed checks to students.
“The process of identifying eligible students, working with a
third party to prepare checks, ensuring that the pickup process
would function well, and physically handing out the checks
was a very detailed and intricate process,” Olson said. “The
team worked hard and did really good work...and we had fun in
the process!”
While students were picking
up COVID relief checks, campus
leaders were meeting to respond
to other COVID relief measures in
Grant County, namely the lifting

of the mask mandate in Indiana
by Gov. Eric Holcomb.
“While the State of Indiana
mask mandate ends April 6, Grant
County health officials have extended the mask mandate for
higher education,” Ron Sutherland, special assistant to the president wrote. “Therefore, Taylor
University strongly recommends
masks in all indoor locations.”
In chapel, academic buildings
and administrative buildings
masks will continue to be required. Areas such as the Hodson
Dining Commons, the Stu and the
Kesler Student Activities Center
have lightened mask restrictions.

Though students will not be
forced to wear masks in these locations, the use of protective face
coverings is still strongly recommended, Sutherland said.
“We recognize the complexity
of corporate decisions while living
together in community,” Sutherland said. “In spirit with the Life
Together Covenant, we ask you to
care for one another by respecting
individual decisions when masks
are not required.”
Students will receive weekly PeRT emails on Fridays
with updates to COVID plans
and restrictions.
echo@taylor.edu

Asian students respond to shootings
Providing support
for Asian students
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

Eight people were killed and
another was wounded in a series of shootings at three spas
on March 16, in Atlanta, Georgia.
Although denied by the Atlanta Police Department, there is
wide speculation that the shooting was racially-motivated. Six of
the fatalities were Asian women, all three businesses were
asian-owned and the gunman
expressed a desire to “kill all
Asians,” according to one survivor who fled the scene.
This event occurred alongside
a sharp rise in physical assaults
against Asian-Americans across
the U.S. in recent months. An
analysis released by the Center
for the Study of Hate and Extremism at California State University,
San Bernardino, has found that
hate crimes against Asian-Americans have spiked by nearly 150%,
despite hate crimes overall falling by 7%. Similar studies, such
as a report in August by the United Nations, have confirmed these
numbers.
There is no hard evidence tied
to one reason for the spike, but
experts theorize that the rise in
anti-Asian rhetoric in relation
to COVID-19 has created an environment for the spike, from people such as Antionio Guerres,
United Nations secretary general and President Joe Biden. This

confirms predictions by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
to be wary of a spike in anti-Asian
hate crimes at the start of the
pandemic, covered in an intelligence report by FBI Houston in
March of 2020.
At Taylor, students are grappling with this reality. Many
Asian students fear for the safety
of themselves or older relatives.
The shooting in Atlanta has especially caused distress. On Sunday,
April 4, there was a gathering of
Asian-American Taylor students
to check in and reflect with one
another.
“We all come from different
backgrounds,” said junior Nay Mi
Chele-Rhengboi. “And so it affects
us completely differently. There
were a few that were really hurt
by the silence at the university,
not having the provost or even
the president send out a message
to Asian-Americans checking up
on them.”
Some Asian-American students feel that this is inconsistent
with the university administration and student body response
to the rise in conversation about
the Black Lives Matter movement, after the protests sparked
by the killing of George Floyd in
May of 2020.
Taylor University has released
no statement on the matter, but
on March 26, a three-paragraph
email was sent to the student
body by the Rev. Greg Dyson, vice
president of intercultural leadership and church relations.
“Taylor University mourns the
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Taylor students wear shirts in support of Myanmar.

loss of life and denounces these
actions,” Dyson said. “Recognizing that we are created in the
image of God, we must stand
against such evil.”
The email went on to cite Taylor’s commitment to integrate
faith and learning, and to resemble Jesus in ministering to
the vulnerable. It ends quoting

Genesis 1:27 and 2 Timothy 2:7.
Rhengboi feels that a moment of silence or a prayer in a
chapel would be something that
could go a long way for helping
Asian-American students on
campus feel seen and respected.
However, the lack of acknowledgement from the student body
and administration is hurtful,

she said.
“I just think that there’s a lack
of interest at Taylor from Caucasian students mostly,” she said.
“And there’s like a lot of assumptions about Asian-Americans before talking to them… if there’s no
interest, there’s no approach, it’s
really hard to open up about
SUPPORT continues on Page 2
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SUPPORT continued from

yourself and about your story.”
A large portion of Taylor University’s Asian student population is of Burmese descent,
and many of their stories are
affected by the current conflict in Myanmar. Even more
people surrounding the Taylor
community are affected as well,
as Indianapolis is home to the
largest Burmese population in
the U.S.
Following a government coup,
Myanmar is now under army
control and the leader of the

democratic government has been
removed.
Protests started taking place
in February, and have been ongoing ever since. After online
outlets were being used to coordinate the protests, the military blocked social media
outlets and shut the internet
down entirely.
“Many worry about what life
would look like with a return
to the type of military dictatorship that ruled Myanmar for
decades,” an Instagram post by
Taylor University’s Asian Student
Involvement Association (ASIA)

Organization said.
A common symbol amongst
the protesters has arisen, referencing the three-fingered salute that originated with the Boy
Scouts and was popularized by
The Hunger Games series by Suzanne Collins. It has been used
as a pro-democratic symbol in
south-east Asia since 2013. The
three fingers are often associated with freedom, equality and
peace.
ASIA has adopted the symbol
and sold shirts for $10 throughout the week to raise money. All
proceeds are being put toward

the people of Myanmar.
“We want to challenge everyone to not only spread this
awareness, but to also take action! Your contribution makes a
difference!” another ASIA Instagram post said.
Rhengboi is one of the affected students. She fled Burma with
her family as a child and has
since found a home in Indianapolis. However, she does not feel
that this is the only thing that
identifies her, and sees this as
one more reason for Taylor students to be interested in their
Asian classmates’ stories.

“I am a refugee, I’m proud
of that,” she said. “But I’m certainly Asian-American and
Burmese-American. My home
is here in America… in Indiana. I’m a first generation,
and am living here pursuing
an education and wanting to
live a better life that my parents couldn’t live back in my
homeland or in the States. I am
a Christian believer. I describe
myself as confident, independent and just a thinker with
a creative mindset and a person that can do anything that I
am willing to put an effort and

mind to it.”
For Rhengboi, an interest
in others stories is what can
lead to much of the empathy
and understanding the Taylor community is needing.
She feels that there are many
issues that could be fixed by
taking the time to learn about
someone else’s life. By doing so,
a level of concern and interest
is shown that is not normally
seen on campus.
“If you want to learn, just ask”
she said. “We mattered. Our
lives matter; the loss matters.”
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor announces 2021 commencement speaker

Rev. Dr. Walter Kim
set to speak in May
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

The president of the National Association of Evangelicals
(NA E), the Rev. Walter Kim,
was selected as Taylor University’s 2021 commencement
speaker.
Commencement is expected
to take place on May 15, at 10
a.m. in the Kesler Student Activities Center.
K im’s current role as the
pastor for leadership at Trinity Presby terian Church in
Charlottesville, Virginia, follows 15 years of ministering at
Boston’s historic Park Street

Chu rch. In add ition, K im
serves on the Board of Christianity Today and the advisory council of Gordon College.
“We are honored that Dr.
Walter Kim, the president of
the National Association of
Evangelicals (NAE) will be our
commencement speaker this
year,” Interim President Paige
Comstock Cunningham said.
Cu nn ing ha m sa id K im’s
background as a scholar and
chaplain in the Ivy Leagues has
given him experience working
with a variety of issues including ethics and church life, racial reconciliation and the
politics of sexuality.
As a son of immigrants, Kim
is also the first person of color
to lead the NAE. Cunningham

said he brings a global perspective to understanding
evangelical identity in this
role. She said that bridging
cultural divides is not a luxury but a necessity for him.
“During our conversation,
Dr. Kim was pleased to hear
about the work of Taylor’s task
force on evangelical identity,
which positions us within the
historical and global understanding of what it means to
be evangelical,” Cunningham
said. “We ended the conversation with a desire to continue
the conversation more actively across Taylor’s campus. We
have much in common, and I
hope that his visit to our campus in May w ill not be the
last one.”

Kim’s Center for Christian
Study biography said he received his Ph.D. from Harvard
University in near Eastern
languages and civilizations,
his masters of divinity from
Regent College in Vancouver
and his B.A. from Northwestern University. He has taught
at Boston College and Harvard
University, and contributed to
the “Encyclopedia of Hebrew
Language and Linguistics,”
“Archaeological Study Bible’’
and “The Soul of Medicine.”
He is an ordained minister
in the Presbyterian Church
in A merica and a licensed
minister in the Conser vative Congregational Christian Conference.
echo@taylor.edu
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Walter Kim is expected to speak at the 2021 commencement.

Dining Services has surge in styrofoam usage
Club offers way to
offset climate impact
Kyla Russell
News Co-Editor

Photograph by Michaela Stenerson

Members of the Stewards of Creation Club picking up trash by a nearby river.

In recent weeks, the Dining
Commons (DC) has been utilizing styrofoam dishes, differing from the typical ceramic
bowls and plates. This alteration is out of necessity — not
climate irresponsibility.
Although the Larita Boren
Student Center (Stu) has always served its food options
w ith d isposable d ishes, it
has been forced to adapt between several disposable dish
suppliers.
The reason for this shift is
complex. According to Nathaniel Malone, dining services director, the trickle-down effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic are
at the core of this complexity.
When the pandemic hit the
country, supply chains across
the country were affected and
several large companies went
out of business.
“Despite numerous supply-chain upheavals inflicted
by disasters in the last decade
— including the eruption of a
volcano in Iceland, the Japanese
earthquake and tsunami, Thailand f loods, and Hurricanes
Maria and Harvey — most companies still found themselves
unprepared for the Covid-19
pandemic,” an article from the
Harvard Business Review said.
Taylor dining services used
several suppliers to provide
disposable containers for food,
especially in the Stu.
“We were constantly having to buy different container
products, like okay, we used

to use this vessel at Dashi, but
that is not available anymore.
… That was the thought process we went through,” Malone
said. “We went through cycles of different disposables
to try to meet the demand because we still have to meet the
demand.”
There has also been a f luctuation in waste at the DC.
Malone spent several years
w ork i n g i n s u s t a i n a bi l ity within his career path; he
deeply values climate responsibility and finds using styrofoam frustrating.
His goal has always been to
never use disposable dishes in
the DC.
“It is really important to us
that we don’t have anything
that causes a sustainability
impact beyond the use of china, silverware and glasses,”
Malone said.
However, there is aging infrastructure involved. The
dishwasher in the DC was out
of operation for nearly three
weeks, leaving Malone’s team
with no way to clean dishes.
Because of this, there was a
surge in the use of styrofoam
disposables.
According to senior Michaela Stenerson, president of the
Stewards of Creation Club at
Taylor, the use of styrofoam
causes an uptick in an organization’s carbon footprint.
Stenerson offered a way to
combat this.
“There is an option to offset
the use of styrofoam things,”
Stenerson said. “A lot of climate care organizations work
to zero out their carbon impact. Sometimes if people f ly
somewhere, then they’ll plant

as many trees as it takes to
f ly somewhere, in terms of
carbon.”
The Stewards of Creation
Club is active on campus and
loves encouraging Taylor students to engage with the environment. Sometimes they
display Planet Earth documentaries to implore individuals to
care for creation.
“Caring for creation really starts with getting people
excited about engaging with
climate in the f irst place,”
Stenerson said. “That is something that Stewards of Creation has really tried to do
over the years… Once people are excited about nature
and getting into that, then I
think it k ind of shifts from
that to educating others on
how humans are impacting
the planet.”
The club cares about more
than the environment; they
care about the effects climate
irresponsibility has. Stenerson hopes to address issues
of environmental racism and
consumerism.
To do this, she encourages
students to do their research.
Stenerson recommends checking out a YouTube series called,
“Global Weirding,” by Katherine Hayhoe.
“Some people think a little waste, like a plastic straw,
can’t be a big deal, but it has to
do with your personal ethics,
and caring for creation offers
a way to glorify God,” Stenerson said.
The club also publishes the
GreenLetter, an environment
newsletter that can be found in
the student announcements.
echo@taylor.edu

Plans for Dome stay steady through COVID-19

Dome remains
center for isolation
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

Although the Dome hasn’t
seen much use in the past few
weeks, the space will continue to be used as an isolation
space until campus no longer
needs one.

“We’ve had so few positive
students who’ve wanted to remain on campus, we’ve actually been able to keep them
in Ockenga (Honors Lodge),
so they’re in a house rather than the dome” said Jesse
Brown, dean of students and
current head of the COVID hotline response.
A lthough students found
the lodge more comfortable,

Brown says the plan is to give
back the lodge to the honors prog ram this summer.
Next semester, the Dome will
be the primary location for
COVID-positive students who
want to remain on campus
to isolate.
Haakonsen Hall (the Haak)
will still be used for COV ID
eva luation, but unless the
Dome is full, people who are

in quarantine but have not yet
tested positive stay in the Haak
isolated from one another.
The Haa k and dome w il l
likely stay in use until Taylor stops needing isolation
and quarantine spaces unless a much better solution
presents itself. This is simply
because these spaces are not
in use by any other programs
right now.

The Dome was once used
as the campus book store,
but after the construction of
the Bishop’s Nook, it stands
vacant. Maintenance stores
some things like the benches
in the dome but no program
on campus has a current need
for the space.
Recently the benches which
were being stored in the dome
were moved back to the Stu.

Brown says this has nothing
to do with moving COV ID
cases out of the dome, it is
just because seating capacity was increased per updated
COVID guidelines.
T he St udent Senate is
working on potential uses
for the dome after COVID, but
they declined to comment on
future plans yet.
echo@taylor.edu
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Tate seeks God for courage to overcome
Finding motivation in
life despite hardship
Grace Toth

Guest Contributor

Students wrote stories like
this one in the JRN 115 Intro to
Media Writing course, taught
by Alan Blanchard, associate
professor of journalism – Editor.
Being a first-generation high
school graduate and college
student is something to be
proud of and a celebration for
the whole family.
But what if your whole family wasn’t there to celebrate?
Sophomore Devontez Tate,
born and raised in Indianapolis, is the first in his family
not only to go to college, but
to graduate high school.
He currently is on a fullride scholarship at Taylor
University.
Growing up, he originally desired to become a police officer
or a preacher.
Tate moved often with his
mother, Amanda Tate, and
two younger sisters until the
age of 12 when it became the
inseparable duo of Tate and
his mother. Moving all across
the country from Ohio to Iowa,
Tate’s mother struggled financially and worked odd jobs to
get by.
“Some of my favorite memories with my mom would be
watching movies together, going downtown and riding the
paddle boats,” Tate said. “Just
spending time together doing anything.”
“The most influential person
in my life would be my mom,”
he added. “She was there for
everything. She made me feel a
way no one has yet to make me
feel. She always thought I was
so amazing, and I had so much
potential. She was my world.”
However, while Tate had a
childhood, he wasn’t exactly treated as a child by his
mother.
“My childhood consisted of
knowing everything my mom
was doing,” he said. “My mom

Co-Editors in Chief

matured me at a young age by
letting me in on the adult conversations; I was a curious kid.”
As a result of his mother being in and out of jail, Tate was
forced to move into a more stable living situation.
“My mom was in and out of
jail so I would stay with family members until I started
staying with a family at 12,
who has since considered me
family,” Tate said. “This family
took care of me when I had no
one else.”
Tate began to thrive in his
education.
Life for him was going great
until December of 2016, when
his mother passed away due to
an overdose of heroin.
She was on life support for
two days before being taken
off. Tate was just 16-years-old.
He said he felt a sense of loss
and numbness he felt with his
mother’s passing.
“My initial reaction to my
mom’s passing was unbelief,”
Tate said. “I just didn’t really
process it.”
He remembers the denial he felt following his mother’s death.
“I always like to stay strong,
and not let things affect me,”
he added. “I didn’t even realize it affected me till months
later. I just changed a lot of
the things I did, and the way I
did them. I think it just was a
big part of me that died, when
she died. She was the one who
loved me regardless of anything. She would do anything
to see me smile.”
Despite this trial, he continued to thrive and prevail
through high school.
Though he struggled, he
found motivation in the things
in his life that reminded him of
his mother.
“My little sisters are what
motivate me to continue college and get my degree. It
has been what motivated
me through high school,” he
said. “Also, my mom, because
she always said I would do
great things.”
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Devontez Tate credits his mother, Amanda Tate, for his motivation and success in life.

He doesn’t deny his struggle
to stay motivated and keep his
eye on the prize.
“There have been several
times I have wanted to give
up, but I personally know I
would never let myself get to
that point,” he said. “I want to
be the best I can be so giving
up isn’t an option.”
Finally, in 2018, Tate graduated high school, becoming the
first in his family to do so.
“Being a first-generation student is amazing, I want to be
the best person I can be in this
lifetime,” he said. “Knowing my
mom is gone makes me want
to go as far as I can.”
Now in 2021, Tate has a lot
of dreams and aspirations, including now working within a

federal agency once graduating college.
“The thought of being able
to support my family and my
own financial needs is what
motivates me every day,” he
said. “I want to have a stable household.”
Five years after his mother’s passing, Tate continues
to credit his mom for part of
his motivation and success to
keep on going.
“My mom was also my main
motivation in life, she was my
other half,” he said. “We were
so close, and she encouraged
me so much. She thought of me
in a light that no one else has.”
He also credits his faith as
being a big contributor to
his perseverance and success

through his life.
“God has put so many people in my life that would have
never been in my life,” he
said. “God has just given me
strength and courage to get
through everything I’ve been
through. God has given me opportunities that I will forever
be grateful for.”
When looking back at his
life, he comes up with his life
motto.
“My motto to live by every
day is YOLO (You Only Live
Once,) because it’s true,” he
said. “Seeing my mom on that
hospital bed at the young age
of 34, showed me that you only
live once. She will never be
here again.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Renewing lives through reNEWed Boutique & Thrift
How GCRM is touching
the community
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

While students at Taylor
University and Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU) live in
a bubble that provides housing, food and safety, that isn’t
the case for a large portion of
Grant County.
There are others on the outside struggling to live day-byday, with Grant County being
one of the poorest counties
in Indiana.
In this need, the Grant
C ounty Re scu e Mi ssion
(GCRM) has been an organization put in place since 1893
to help residents of Grant
County in any possible way.
Through multiple outlets,
this mission-minded nonprofit provides food seven days a
week, shelter for those who
need a place to sleep and a
life change program.
One of these outlets has
recently gained the attention
of college students and residents alike in the surrounding
areas: a thrift store.
Previously known as Mission Mart and Rescue Treasures, GCRM has put together
a thrift store called reNEWed,
where all donations and proceeds go directly back to
helping those in need in
Grant County.
While the names “Mission
Mart” and “Rescue Treasures”

Photograph provided by reNEWed Boutique & Thrift

reNEWed Boutique & Thrift was put together by Grant County Rescue Mission to aid county residents in need.

accurately depicted what kind
of business was going on in
the thrift store, it was not entirely describing the mission
itself. Thus, GCRM renamed
the thrift store.
“About two years ago, we
decided to rebrand because
it wasn’t really representing
what the mission of the mission was,” Debbie Berbereia,

director of thrift operations
for GCRM, said. “We are all
new creations in Christ and
so when people come to us
with their hurts and hang ups
and they’re looking for a life
change program, they do become renewed.”
While the first reNEWed
store popped up in Marion,
a second store was quick to

follow in Gas City.
It is located at the previous
plant-base cafe, Rabbit Food
Cafe, off W Main Street.
A huge rise of popularity for
the reNEWed thrift operation
store in Marion, Indiana, was
during the rise of COVID-19
in 2020.
Its success can be described
as nothing short of a miracle.

“The increase is incredible,” Berbereia shared. “This
year we have been so blessed.
I can’t even believe the numbers that we were able to pull
off. Probably a 300% increase
in sales, which is unheard of
in a shutdown here.”
Whether it was during
lockdown period or a time
of quarantine, both intervals
encouraged people to clean
out their spaces due to an increase of free time.
With all t his cleaning,
there were more donations,
and GCRM did not shut their
doors to donations during
COVID-19.
ReNEWed takes donations
of all kinds — from clothing
to furniture and appliances —
with which they can provide
a myriad of different products
at discounted prices.
Not only do they take physical donations, but donations
of time through those who
sign up to volunteer at any of
the GCRM Mission outlets.
Whether this is volunteering at reNEWed or The Table,
the food ministry branch from
GCRM, time is an invaluable
donation.
Volunteers can act as mentors to men and women in
the community, they can
serve meals, volunteer at reNEWed, help at annual events
and serve in a multitude of
other ways.
It’s these outlets that allow students as well as residents in the community to

get involved.
At annual events such as
their pancake breakfast over
Labor Day weekend or their
annual golf tournament,
Taylor and IWU students are
often a large part of the volunteer base.
The GCRM acts as a connection between the county
and the two big universities
in the surrounding area.
In 2020 alone, they were
able to provide over 74,000
meals and over 20,000 sheltered nights, according to the
GCRM website.
This output is all because
of volunteer work, donations
and proceeds from community members.
GCRM is truly renewing
lives, both of those in the
community as well as those
who volunteer.
“When you see the light go
on in people's eyes and they
realize they are beautiful human beings are created for a
plan and when that light bulb
goes on, there's just nothing
like it,” Barbareia said, “When
you get to see these men and
women get to go back and
they say, ‘I have a relationship with my daughter,’ or, ‘I
got my son back. My parents
are talking to me again,’ these
are relationships that have
been broken for decades, and
to have the ability to watch
people, be reconciled, it just
really is the neatest thing that
we get to see.”
echo@taylor.edu

OPINIONS

“Retrospectively, we have seen the dangers of
taking group identity as paramount to our
individual identity in Christ.”
The dangerous idolatry of group identity
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.” — The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution

Reflection from resurrection Sunday
Remembering one that
did not rise again
Greg
Dyson
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Our View
Inequality in the NCAA
The men’s and women’s
NCAA Basketball Tournam ents both wrapp ed up
recently, but made headlin es for more than just
basketball.
When Oregon University
women’s basketball player,
Sedona Prince, posted a viral TikTok of the women’s
weight room they would
be using in the first two
ro u n d s of th e i r n ati on al tournament in San Antonio, gender-equality in
sports took center stage
durin g th e NC AA’s m ain
money-making event.
The caption of the post
read, “It’s 2021 and we are
still fighting for bits and
pieces of equality.”
“I was just very sad when
I saw the weight room,” Assistant Professor of Sports
Management Amy Stucky
said. “I couldn’t believe it
happened quite that blatantly. I was surprised —
how does this occur?”
The weight room in
qu e stion had no re semblance to what should be
expected for world-class
athletes. The facility contained a rack of dumbbells
i n a c onv enti on c ent er,
nothing more.
“My f irst th ou g ht wa s
that you could find better
weight rooms in a Holiday
Inn Express,” Director of
Intercollegiate Athletics
Kyle Gould said . “I don’t
even think it’s as much of
a comparison between the
men and women, and more
that whoever is responsible for the women’s weight
room has to do better.”
The NCAA provided the
women with an updated weight room after the
backlash.
In th e d ay s fo l low in g,
m o re p o st s a n d p h o t o s
emerged. Food, merchandi se and COVID-19 t ests,
among other things, were
different for the women’s
bubble.
Th e m e n p a r t i c i p a n t s
were receiving daily PCR
t e st s , w h i l e th e w o m e n
were receiving daily antigen tests.
According to th e Food
and Drug Administration,
antigen tests have faster
results, but “ have a higher chance of missing an active infection.”
T h e s e e x a m p l e s w e re
reminders that while the
NCAA and oth er athletic
admini strations cal l for
equal opportunity, too often they can still come up

short.
But w hat i s equal opportunity? Does it entail
equal access or equal rewards? Or both? It’s a difficult question that those
within sports are having
to wrestle with.
“ There should be equal
opp or tunity,” A ssi st ant
Athletics Director Natalie
Young said. “In the weight
room situation that
wasn’t equal opportunity,
because they didn’t have
the same ability to work
out. But, I think there’s a
dif ference between that
and having equitable benefits. That’s a more difficult question.”
The world of sports will
never have f lat representation . Division I teams
will have more inf luence
within athletics than Division II teams. Typically,
a men’s basketball tournam ent w i l l have more
inf luence than a women’s
basketball tournament. In
the U.S. economic system,
there’s more opportunity in certain sports than
there are in others.
No one is sitting in the
NC AA h ea d qu ar t ers or dering that the women’s
tournament be poorly organized to prove a point.
It can be easy in today ’s
world of social media and
hot takes to assume this,
but it is both inaccurate
and illogical. Those organizing the women’s bubble weren’t the same as
those who organized the
men’s.
An oversight like thi s
doesn’t benefit the NCAA
in any capacity.
The problem lies in the
fact that the oversights of
this nature tend to occur
within the world of women’s sp or ts more oft en .
Hi storically, th ese mi stakes are more acceptable
when they have affected
women’s sports.
“ We c a n g e t i n t o a l l
kinds of arguments about
how male and female
t e a m s a re t re a t e d a n d
how that impacts money,” Stucky said. “But that
should never stop us from
doing what is right and
creatin g opp or tuniti e s.
W h en y ou say that y ou
want to provide opportunities for student-athletes
and then pull something
like the weight room or
COVID test examples,
it’s counterintuitive.”
OUR VIEW continues on Page 6

The following is an excerpt
from a recent social media
post following some time
watching the media footage
of the Derek Chauvin trial.
— Author.
Dear friends,
Please understand, this
was one of the hardest things
I’ve ever had to watch. Certainly, the fact that Mr.
Floyd died a horrible, needless death is overwhelming
enough. Then the slow, methodical dissection of a horrible wrong. Hearing from
the people who were eyewitnesses, seeing the footage
from so many different directions, hearing the 911 calls,
seeing the regret in their eyes
and reliving the terrible last
moments of Mr. Floyd’s death
in slow motion.
Over these many months,
people have heard words
like “systemic racism,” “police brutality,” and “injustice.”
Frustrated, some have felt
the need to react. Their reactions have included some
of the following words:
“Don’t judge too quickly.”
“He was on drugs.”
“He was resisting.”
“ Things are not always
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Following his death, a mural to honor George Floyd was painted on plywood in Minneapolis, MN.

what they seem.”
Adding to the challenge,
well-meaning people have
gathered links, videos and
c o nv e r s a t i o n s f r o m e v ery Black and brown person they could find to argue
these points, as if it would be
a more acceptable argument
hearing the rebuttal from a
person resembling George
Floyd.
I find it impossible for me
to be silent at this time. This
is not an attempt to understand or teach others about
racism , prejudice, injustice or what should be done
about these evils. It is a very
deliberate choice not to
turn away but to see the awful facts:the weight, baggage

and sin that so easily besets
us. I encourage you to watch
the trial, read the transcripts
and breathe this in slowly.
Understand what happened
as best as you can.
Recently, we celebrated the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The reality of the empty
tomb and the risen Lord is
the most important truth I
know. If Christ did not rise,
we are hopeless.
Thankfully He did rise
again! There is hope! This reality compels us to live out
our faith, especially when
dealing with such diabolical wrongs.
As a Christian, husband,
father and African American man, I am not only your

brother, but I am a deeply
hurting brother. Please try
to understand that there are
those among us who, though
they never met Floyd, have
identified with him in a deep
way. This is not a time for
rebuttals or to collect comments of affirmation. It is a
time for necessary action. It
is a time to live.
We get that opportunity to live. Regrettably, Floyd
does not. We must live out
our faith even when it is not
comfortable. We are called to
live authentic lives, fighting
against such evil deeds and
helping those in authority
and those under authority
to find a way forward.
echo@taylor.edu

The dangerous idolatry of group identity
Confronting the identity
crisis in current culture
Mitch
DeJong
Guest Contributor

The fragmentation of identity is the unstable foundation of our culture, but
identity made whole is only
found through Christ.
This can be depicted in the
kintsugi art above, such that
the gold holding us together
is our identity in Christ. So,
take a second to answer these
questions. Who are you?
What is your identity? Principally, I have noticed that the
“you” that manifests should
be consistent with who you
are and your beliefs.
For example, we hear about
the scandals taking place
with many church leaders,
and people reasonably object saying, “Really? You say
you are a Christian, yet you
act like that? I don’t believe
that you’re a Christian.”
It is not enough to say we
believe in God, but we should
act as if He exists.
With that in mind, I intend
to emphasize the importance of consistent identity with consistent actions
and beliefs.
Today, someone will identify with a name or sometimes
a title followed by a name
to establish an achieved accomplishment (which is an
understandable response,
of course.) However, this
doesn’t appear to be consistent with how people display
themselves.
Suppose I receive an honest
answer based on a person’s
sum actions of the past year
or two. Unfortunately, the answer would look like a hierarchical list.
For anyone who has dabbled in the political realm,
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Kintsugi art, which puts broken pieces back together, images how Christ unites his people.

the list reflecting their actions would likely have the
following at the top: sex, race,
ethnicity, gender identification, political propensity and
seemingly any group identity
that is the most victim type
group possible or a group that
isn’t expressed as an oppressor group.
Thus, we may reasonably
conclude that people manifest as ideologues before
identifying as individuals and
children of God.
The previously mentioned
identification causes us to
view most things that do not
fall in the set of our ideologies, and especially the ones
that oppose it, to be the enemy and evil of the world with
no gray areas. For instance,
it is not enough to be against
racism, you must be actively
opposing it, marching against
it and/or funding Black Lives
Matter (BLM) to be anti-racism. However, what if you are
against racism, but maybe

are a full-time student with
a job, hindering the time for
marches, or have too little
money to be funding BLM?
Then you are not anti-racist,
in my experience, you are still
considered racist.
I understand this isn’t a significant problem in our small
borders of Taylor, but it is occurring much of the time outside of Taylor.
The foregoing mentality forces people to become
extended arms of specific
beliefs with no place for inactivity on political issues.
Essentially, morality is being rewritten by ideological,
societal and political lenses,
and further coated under the
guise of compassion.
If our morality is being rewritten, then surely we have
reconstructed the god that
gives us our morality so that
our god may conform to
our liking.
Let’s talk about hate, but
before I do this, allow me to

be clear on something: feeling offended by somebody
or something does not equal
hate. Axiomatically, life is
that of suffering; we will not
always be comfortable. We
have no right to not be offended, but we do have the
responsibility to deal with it
maturely and productively.
Resentment, envy and bitterness are consistent results
with disagreements in our
current culture, but we are
too prideful to do anything
productive about it, leading
to the complexity of anger.
Suppose there is a violation
of an expectation.
It produces anxiety, increasing your heart rate and
cortisol, and, therefore, therefore, devolving into anger,
which unconsciously rewards
us with comfort and consolation because we feel like the
victim in the morally right
place as the innocent person.
On the other hand, the person we may be angry with will
likely unconsciously be described by us as the perpetrator and the Being in the
morally wrong. This instinct
can be perverse such that we
like to be angry since it relieves us of potential guilt or
responsibility for our actions.
We shouldn’t neglect the
elegance of personal responsibility for our lives. Our culture has the proclivity to
blame any mistakes as troubles from a group instead of
themselves.
To form an analogy, I may
say I am poor because some
group doesn’t want me to get
rich due to some attribute
about me.
However, it is more likely
because I have not been responsible with money. The
same goes for life. We need
to acknowledge our mistakes
and grow from them instead
of blaming them on something else.
IDOLATRY continues on Page 6
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“Feel healthier in body and in mind.”
Plant-based dieting gains popularity on
campus
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Plant-based dieting gains popularity on campus
Students weigh in on
plant-based eating
Adeline Gonzalez
Staff Writer

Plant-based dieting has been
around longer than most realize. While it gains even more
popularity in many homes
across the globe, this diet has
also made its way to Taylor University’s campus.
For those who wonder what
exactly plant-based dieting
looks like, author for Harvard
Medical School, Katherine McManus writes, “Plant-based or
plant-forward eating patterns
focus on foods primarily from
plants. This includes not only
fruits and vegetables, but also
nuts, seeds, oils, whole grains,
legumes, and beans.”
The latest trending diet and
eating habits come and go, so
what makes a plant-based diet
so appealing when it seems to
be limiting options from the
outside point-of-view?
Abigail Stewart, a senior human physiology and preventive
medicine major, has been eating a plant-based diet for almost two years now. She first
found out about this lifestyle
in her “Exercise as Medicine”
course at Taylor University.
“I decided to start eating
plant-based because I was
drawn to the positive health

benefits of this lifestyle,” she
said. “I also liked the positive
benefits it has on the environment and animals. The most
rewarding thing about eating
plant based is knowing that I
am reducing my risk for developing cardiovascular disease.”
This choice to start eating
this way has left Stewart feeling better physically and does
not leave her with that “heavy
feeling” after eating outside of
the plant-based diet.
This also has encouraged her
to experiment with new recipes
and broaden her horizons.
When asked about the attainability of the plant-based
diet at Taylor University, Stewart shared that she feels Taylor
does a good job in offering options for plant-based dieters,
but that there is always room
for improvement.
Freshman Amelia Bostick
seconded this opinion.
“Eating plant-based at Taylor is actually super achievable
if Chick-fil-A is something you
can resist,” Bostick said.
Bostick’s vegetarian diet has
allowed her to search for protein in things other than meat
that she wouldn’t usually eat a
lot of before starting this diet.
It’s made her more energized
in the long run, as well as feel
healthier in body and in mind.
The plant-based diet not only
has many physical and mental
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The latest eating trend is more colorful than most.

health benefits, but it also allows its dieters to be challenged
to try new foods.
While many lean towards
a plant-based diet for health
reasons, there are a percentage that feel it is rather a moral
obligation and Christian duty.
“I try to eat only ethical meat
as much as I can due to the
mistreatment of animals, mass
production and unhealthy

chemicals used in producing
most meat,” sophomore Mary
Sargent said. “Since there are
not many ways for me to know
for sure whether Taylor or
other places are using ethical
meat sources, this leads me to
try and stick to a plant-based
diet. I think if we do what we
can to stop unethical meat production, small farmers will be
supported and maybe we can

change the mistreatment of
animals in the food industry!”
She shared how she believes
that, as Christians, it is our duty
to make sure that we are not
abusing the gifts God gave to
humankind. One should never
take advantage of this. In this
case, that gift is animals.
Sargent expressed that there
are many health benefits, but
ultimately her choice to try to

be a plant-based eater is rooted in her ethical obligations to
herself and as a Christian.
When considering if a plantbased diet is something you
would want to try, be sure to
take into account the physical
and mental health benefits, accessibility to plant-based food
options and your own values
and moral duties.
echo@taylor.edu

Jonathan Graber transforms cutlery into jewelry at TU
Giving ordinary
silverware a new purpose
Kayla Kovacs
Staff Writer

One time, my high school
choir performed at a church
on a tour we did of California.
It was one of those small, country churches where the carpet
is older than the congregation
and the fabric-covered chairs
release a mushroom cloud of
dust if you hit them with an
outstretched palm.
The front of the church was a
stained-glass window of Mary
and baby Jesus overlooking
the church-goers and an organ
sat just a little to the left of the
stage. As soon as my choir sang
our last note a woman came up
to the organ.
She sang some old hymn—I
think it was “In Christ Alone.”
There was nothing extraordinary about how she played.
Her playing was too loud and
full of too many notes that
did not belong. Her voice was

When tough love
is not enough
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

We talk a lot about tough
love and how necessary it is.
But I think it is important to
be clear about what this kind
of love should really look like.
Tough love is the kind of love
that usually requires confrontation. It is the principle that
is on our minds when we deliver a hard truth or remove
someone from a dangerous
situation.
Sometimes in life we witness the people around us
drowning with an anchor tied
around their waist. Tough love
is a knife cutting that anchor
off, even if the drowning person hates us for it.
This is not an excuse to
hurt those closest to us. Intolerance and undeserved criticism, as well as anger, violence
and envy have no place being

gravelly with age and trained in
that sort of yell-singing that you
find at churches where many of
the attendees are a bit hard of
hearing.
What was extraordinary was
the expression of this woman
as she sang. When she said, “In
Christ alone, my hope is found,”
you heard the belief in her own
voice and you could not help
but believe her.
When she finished, the room
was filled with a charged silence. She turned around all at
once and told us about herself
and the myriad ways in which
she was suffering. And then she
told us about the many ways
God was faithful even in that
suffering. She cried then, in a
way that reminded me of that
verse in Luke 22 that describes
how Peter “wept bitterly.”
The congregation stood up all
at once and laid hands on this
woman. The pastor found a microphone and prayed for her. As
he prayed, we realized that this
portion of the service was completely unplanned. The woman

at the organ had been moved to
bare her soul to us in a spontaneous expression reminiscent
of a Quaker meetinghouse.
I think many of us balk at the
thought of Paul’s exhortation to
boast in our weaknesses. Yet,
this woman was willing to put
her vulnerabilities on display in
front of a room full of 30 people who did not even know her
name and about 30 more who
would take this memory into
every future Sunday service interaction with her.
The church’s response to
suffering was customary and
expected even though it was
solicited in a way that was not.
We are told to bear one another’s burdens. I think most
Christians would view the idea
of helping others with an eager
heart. However, the idea of allowing others to do the same for
us is much less appealing.
Most of us do not want to
be thought of as a burden. But
when I think about this stranger, I am reminded of the simple
truth that we all need someone

falsely labelled as love.
Our actions, even when in
the form of tough love should
demonstrate the fruits of the
Spirit. Do they display gentleness and self-control? Do they
promote peace and joy?
We throw around the word
toxic now as if half the people
we meet look like the inside of
a poison control center. Real
love can be misconstrued as
toxic when it defies someone’s
wishes but promotes their
wellbeing. However, loving
poorly and selfishly can very
well be poisonous too.
When we begin to measure
our love against biblical principles, tough love seems less and
less applicable in everyday living. It is the choice we make in
the extreme times, it is not the
well-worn response to loving in
the everyday.
It becomes the common response because it is easy and
because compassionate love is
hard and demands something
of us. We sacrifice a piece of

ourselves — our comfort, our
space, our energy — when we
choose compassion. It is much
easier to harden our hearts and
become callous by delivering
tough love.
When I think about the hardening of a heart, I think of Pharaoh in the book of Exodus
refusing to let the Isrealites
go. It is important to remember that hardness of heart is
always associated with rejecting God and never with loving
others well.
I think deep down we know
this. We just know that it is
easier to harden our hearts
because softening our hearts
means there is a much higher
likelihood of being hurt.
The idea of being soft-hearted or meek is universally rejected by the world. Even to
the Christian, reading those
words applied to us may make
our stomachs squirm.
But Chritianity is meant to
be radically countercultural. This means that when the
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to help us bear our burdens.
I think there is a lot of freedom to be found in unlearning the idea that being weak
makes you unworthy of love.
I think loving well sometimes
requires us to get out of our
own way. True love lies not in

denying that we are a burden to
others, but in acknowledging it
and then allocating the correct
pieces of this weight we carry
to the correct people, whether
that is our church, a friend or
a counselor.
This may not always look like

playing our song of lamentation
at the front of our church. But
no matter how it looks, it always
means having the courage to
allow others to carry a piece of
our suffering, as we carry pieces of theirs with us.
echo@taylor.edu
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Love ties hearts together.

culture turns their back on
community in favor of apathy
or hatred, we are meant to respond with love. That may look
like meekness or soft-heartedness. I pray that it does.
There is a place for love that
rejects watching our friends
harm themselves or others. But
there is also a space for love

that gently takes their hands
and walks alongside them. The
trick is to find the balance.
I feel like I spend a lot of time
talking about balance but I think
that is because it is an important concept. Love is not just one
thing. It is sacrificial but it is not
emptying. It calls out cruelty and
it allows for growth.

But if I were to guess what
that balance looks like, I would
argue for a much larger dose of
compassionate love.
After all, how often does
something patient, kind
and truthful have an edge
that cuts the one it is meant
to encourage?
echo@taylor.edu
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Across
1 Igloo shape
5 Least satisfactory
10 Boars’ mates
14 Did a takeoff on
15 “Christina’s World”
painter Andrew
16 Witty remark
17 *Divisive political topic
19 Useful Word command
for the error-prone
20 “Good __!”: Charlie
Brownism
21 Immature newt
22 Cake decorator
23 Biological pouch
24 *Want-ad heading in the
London Times, perhaps
28 MADD ads, e.g.
29 Gerbil or hamster, often
30 I-90 in Mass., say
33 Defrost
36 Slack-jawed
40 *Get up and running,
digitally
43 Vowel-heavy goodbye
44 Truck stop vehicle
45 About to arrive at
46 Monopoly quartet,
briefly
48 HQs for B-52s
50 *Interrogate persistently
55 Nor. neighbor
58 Morales of “Ozark”

59 Female in the fam
60 “Darn!” and “Dagnabbit!” are mild ones
62 Easy win
63 “Stand up!” ... and a hint
to the beginnings of the answers to starred clues
66 “My treat”
67 Double-curved arches
68 Starting poker pot
contribution
69 Sign of joy, maybe
70 __-Dame de Paris
71 Went up

Down
1 Georgia team, in sports
headlines
2 “Aida,” for one
3 Battlefield doc
4 Beat by a hair
5 Early 20th-cent. conflict
6 Yiddish laments
7 Start-over button
8 Assorted items
9 Place to take it from?
10 Water pistols
11 Part of a pound
12 Add a lane to, say
13 Hurling or curling
18 Failing grades
25 Wood strip
26 Campfire remnants
27 Harvest

28 Guy in a popular
tongue-twister
30 Not yet known: Abbr.
31 Pea holder
32 Decorative fish
34 Pro
35 Wonder __
37 Had
38 Princess’ bane, in a
fairy tale
39 Goof
41 Grass-and-roots layer
42 Tick off
47 “Already?”
49 Ill-mannered sort
50 ‘90s candidate Ross
51 Me.-to-Fla. route
52 Poppa’s partner
53 Drummer for John,
Paul and George
54 “The best __ to come”
55 Shorthand specialist,
for short
56 Stimulates
57 Cosmetician Lauder
61 Many miles away
64 “__ the ramparts ... “
65 Take advantage of

Across

1 D.C. pro
2 Govt. pollution watchdog
3 Stimpy’s sidekick
4 Nepal neighbor
5 Comics icon Lee
6 Doctors rarely make
them these days
7 Kitchen appliance
8 Loves, in Spain

9 Comedian Kaplan
10 Donkey
11 Artillery metaphor for a
volatile sort
12 List of mistakes
13 Chatted via webcam
19 Steamed cantina food
21 Implied
23 Plead with
24 Surrounded by
25 First major leaguer to
hit 40 homers and steal 40
bases in a season
29 Disappearing Asian sea
30 Asian feline breed
35 Lay’s chips-in-a-can
brand
37 Church caretaker
38 Express opposite,
trainwise
39 Bull in a corrida
41 Get the hang of it
43 Candle material
44 Insignificant thing
45 Pharmacy follow-up
order
47 Individual
51 Weak-__: wimpy
53 Actor with no lines
54 West Coast gas brand
56 “i” topper
58 That, to Pedro
59 Delay, with “off ”
60 Reveal, to a poet

Germans over all others. Left-wing was the
group identity of the
oppressed victim or
poor. Both found resentment, bitterness
or envy turned into
hate for those who did
not fall under their
group identity.
We are here at a
university to be immersed in a representation of real-world
society which is
filled with different
groups. We should
learn to navigate this

landscape such that
we do not succumb to
the same failures in
histor y. Continuously,
I see people take disagreement on group
issues as personal attacks on their Being,
and this is a significant proponent of our
polarization.
My hope is to bring
healthy conversation
where we may disagree
on many things, yet
remain mutually respectful to each other,
and more importantly,

love each other as
children of God. Jeff
Groeling, Professor of
Communication & the
Dean of Online Learning, once asked me
this question : How
will we be more like
Christ tomorrow than
we were today?
Thus I ask, what is
your identity? What do
you want your identity
to be?
How will you be
more like Christ tomorrow than today?
echo@taylor.edu

Thankfully, the influence and opportunity for
women within sports have
grown.
Title IX requires equality
in participation, scholarship and other factors for
men’s and women’s sports
teams at colleges and universities. Taylor abides
by The Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act, which
requires universities to
provide gender-equity information in regards to
their athletic department
available to the public.
Safeguards to ensure

that athletic departments
are being inclusive have
been put in place.
However, that doesn’t
mean these oversights
can’t continue to happen.
The NCAA’s website reads
that Title IX requires the
“equal treatment of female
and male student-athletes
in the provisions of (a)
equipment and supplies.”
There are other categories that are listed, but the
first one listed was clearly violated in the weight
room. Other categories in
the section include equal

health and food services.
Neither was equal in the
case of this year’s basketball tournaments — there’s
still work to be done.
The NCAA followed with
a statement owning their
mistakes and corrected
this individual issue, but
accountability needs to be
in place in the future.
“It can’t just be, ‘we’ll
fix this particular incident,’” Young said. “With
equality, it takes time and
takes mending of any broken relationships.”
echo@taylor.edu

1 Disappear
7 Pop star Lady __
11 “__ Miz”
14 Not against hearing, as a
suggestion
15 Amo, __, amat ...
16 Mork’s home planet
17 Martin of “Mission:
Impossible”
18 Excuse designed to elicit sniffles
20 Happening soon
22 PDQ
23 Mexicali’s peninsula
26 Roof overhang
27 Dole (out)
28 Angsty music genre
29 The “A” in RAM
31 The “A” in USNA : Abbr.
32 USO show audience
33 Ball game delayer
34 Mallorca, por ejemplo
36 Make potable, as
seawater
38 Not yet visible, as a
fingerprint
40 Con’s place of
confinement
41 Robin Cook medical
thriller
42 Currently
44 Compact Chevy SUV

IDOLATRY continued from page 4

Jordan Peterson,
a clinical psychologist and Professor
of Psychology at the
University of Toronto, spoke on finding
meaning in responsibility and treating
yourself as someone
for which you are responsible. He adds
the importance of
treating yourself as a
spark of God’s divinity such that you’re responsible for yourself
as a child of God. You

are further responsible to treat others as
if they are a spark of
God’s divinity.
Retrospectively, we
have seen the dangers
of taking group identity as paramount to our
individual identity in
Christ.
Often in histor y,
this inclination has
led to death. Approximately 6 million Jews
under the right authoritarianism of Adolf Hitler were killed.
On the other hand,
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left-wing authoritarianism caused the
death of at least 45
million in the Great
Leap Forward under
Mao Zedong and the
death of 600,000 kulaks, which caused the
death of 14 million in
Russia and Ukraine.
Something consistent between these diametric ends of the
political spectrum is
predominant group
identity. Right-wing
was the group identity
of the straight, white

OUR VIEW continued from page 4

Photograph provided by Yahoo! Sports

Sedona Prince, left, was one of the original advocates for equality within the 2021
NCAA tournament.

46 Elon Musk company
concerned with travel to
Mars
48 Italian hour
49 Payment in Monopoly
50 LAX landing hrs.
51 Fort full of gold
52 “In that case ... “
53 Grime-fighting P&G
mascot with folded arms
55 Evil
57 Lowlife, slangily
61 Inc. relative
62 Melville novel
63 Hickok’s last hand, it’s
said ... and what’s literally
found in four Down puzzle
answers
64 “Evil Woman” rock gp.
65 Nashville’s st.
66 Until now

Down

A&E

“It’s important that we strive to educate ourselves on
the experiences of our Asian-American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) friends and siblings in Christ”
Cellar Door
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Seniors give recital
Logan and Koro host
senior performance
Olivia Yatooma
Staff Writer

A celebration. A triumph.
A victory.
That is what senior musical theatre majors Madeline
Logan and Victoria Koro had
to say about their Senior Voice
Recital.
“It felt like such a culmination of all of the work that I
have done over the last four
years, as this recital allowed
me to perform such beautiful
pieces where I was able to express myself and give something lovely,” Logan said.
Logan has always identified
theatre as the place in her life
where she feels the Holy Spirit
working. Throughout her time
at Taylor, Logan said that she
has been able to embrace her
passion for musical theatre
as a scholarly pursuit, as well
as an art and a craft. Similarly, Koro spoke of the substantial change that has occurred

in her life since studying musical theatre at Taylor.
“I’ve grown as a performer, I’ve grown vocally and I’ve
grown in my confidence and
comfortability,” Koro said. “I
was so grateful to have this
event where I could come
and celebrate those things
and say, ‘Look at the work we
have done together and look
at what God has done with
us.’”
The Senior Voice Recital is a
platform to fulfill the requirement for voice lessons over the
last four years, and because
Logan and Koro are both musical theatre majors, their repertoires were mostly musical
theatre pieces. Logan was instructed by Conor Angel (an
Associate Professor of Music
Lyric Theatre and Voice) and
Koro was instructed by Patricia Robertson (a Co-Chair for
the department of Music, Theatre, and Dance and a Professor of Music). Although their
voice types are very different,
they share the same love and
passion for musical theatre.

Logan and Koro each performed eight pieces, which
averaged 30 minutes of music
per vocalist. Logan’s favorite
piece was “No One Else” from
“Natasha, Pierre & the Great
Comet of 1812.”
“It fits in my heart really well
— it fits in my soul,” Logan
said. “It’s lived with me and
grown with me, and in turn,
I’ve grown with it.”
Koro determined that “Who
I Was” from “Bandstand” was
her favorite piece that she performed in the same way that
Logan determined her favorite piece, as her decision was
based on her connection to it
and the moving storyline.
“I love the story behind it,”
Koro said. “It’s a very deep,
real and interesting look at
grief.”
Performing at the Senior
Vocal Recital provided an opportunity for both Logan and
Koro to embrace different
characters while still staying
true to who they are and the
artists that they have become.
“What’s nice about a vocal

Photograph provided by Madeline Logan

Madeline Logan and Victoria Koro took the stage for their senior recital on Mar. 30, 2020.

recital is that I’m portraying
the character within the songs
that I sing, but I am not being
these characters,” Logan said.
“I got to stand on stage and do
what I love,” Koro said.

As the Senior Voice Recital came to a close, Logan and
Koro were able to walk on
stage together and take their
final bow.
Both Logan and Koro agreed

Fine Arts: Pappy’s Psalms “A national prayer”
Ashton Mackenzie
near! God, please ge’ ma’ helt’ n’
strength to guide dese pickney
Pappy’s Psalms “A nation- doz’ trough yet anoda’ year.
al prayer”
(D. Ashton McKenzie)
Lord, help dem to see dat jail
een’ no luxur’ee suite. Ta’ see da
Yinna tearing yall-selves eyes of fadda’s, brodda’s, and
down but for wha’? Haven’t son’s alike veering trough’ prisyinna angst enough? I open on bars in da midnight heat, alma’ eyes but dey een’ ma own. A’ vays keep ma’ tossin’ and turnin’
seeing ma’ own native land but in ma’ sleep.
dis malarkey gatti be a clone.
Wat’s worse is, some don’
All dey’ wan do is shack-up, ma’k it to prison, some we does
puff puff and pass out, den hav’ ta’ burry vay below we fee…
spray goggle-eye bullets all Boom! Bam! Brogadom Pram!
trough’ de’ streets. Lord ya’ gat- Anoda’ one dead in de streets…
ti help we pickney in dis nation, God, a’ tiyad of vearin’ the same
bay’cuz dere sufferin’ from a ol’ cotton blen’ suit, in doz rotdeadly defeat!
tenin’ church pews, in dat blazin’ church heat!
God, a’ beggin’ ya, help ma
pickney to return to da’ former
God a’ pray I een askin’ ya fa
glory days, where You were the too much on dis glorious day, so
meen’ attraction and ya’ bless- sweet. I een’ tryin’ to low fence
ins’ mercifully rained.
ya Jesus, but, please oh please
help ma’ get at lease’ one young
God, I need ya, a’ growin’ veak’ boy off da street.
and a’ know ma’ time’s a’ drawin’
I tank Him, praise Him,

bless Him.

God, I need you, I’m growing
weak and I know my time is
drawing near. God, please give
Pappy’s Psalms
me health and strength to guide
(© Translation D. Ashton these children through yet anMcKenzie, 2021.)
other year.
Amen

You all are tearing yourselves
down, but for what? Haven’t
you all angst enough? I open my
eyes but they’re not my own. I’m
seeing my old native land, but
this malarkey has to be a clone.
All they want to do is fornicate, indulge in drugs, encourage laziness, then spray
sightless bullets all through
the streets. Lord, please help
our children in this nation, because they’re suffering from a
deadly defeat!

What’s worse is, some don’t
make it to prison, some we
have to burry way below our
fee… Boom! Bam! Brogadom
Pram! Another one died in
the streets…God, I’m tired
of wearing the same old cotton blend suit, in those rotten
God, I’m begging you, help church pews, in that blazing
my children to return to the for- church heat!
mer glory days, where You were
the main attraction and your
God, I pray I’m not asking
blessings mercifully rained.
you for too much on this glorious day, so sweet. I’m not trying

Cellar Door
March’s Top Picks
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

“Raya and the Last Dragon”
(2021):
Ever since I saw “The Croods: A
New Age” in theaters and the preview for this movie came on the
screen, I was instantly pumped.
In the broken kingdom of Kumandra, Raya is the last one left
striving to protect the mission of
her father, to bring the surrounding lands together to act as a unified land again.
In classic Disney fashion, this
movie tackles the importance of
a specific virtue, and for Raya,
this virtue is trust. After giving
the wrong person trust and having that incident turn into the further division of Kumandra, Raya
becomes hardened, refusing to
give people her trust anymore.
It’s only with the companionship of the last dragon Sisu, her
hearty armadillo-like pet Tuk
Tuk and a handful of other unexpected friends that Raya is able to
set off on an adventure that will
ultimately lead her to the value
of trust, friendship and a united kingdom.
I give this movie three and a half
stars out of five. Raya is the female
heroine we all deserve but in comparison with other releases from
Disney, “Raya and the Last Dragon” falls slightly short.

Photograph provided by Amazon

Kyo Maclear’s book “It Began with a Page” was release on Sept. 2019.

“Cherry” (2021):
No one can say this movie
doesn’t have style.
But of course, with Joe and Anthony Russo directing, you can
expect a specific style when you
sit in front of the screen, even
though “Cherry” is far different
from their previous high-grossing Marvel movies.
“Cherry” is based loosely on the
life of Nico Walker, a veteran and
criminal who wrote about his life
and experiences in a novel during

Lord, help them to see that
jail is not a luxury suite. To see
the eyes of fathers, brothers,
and sons alike veering through
prison bars in the midnight
heat, always keeps me tossing
and turning in my sleep.

his time in prison. This book became a best-seller, depicting the
story of an unexpected criminal.
Walker was a war hero with a
solid family background and yet,
his life depicts all sorts of tragedies. From what Walker sees at
war and the PTSD that comes to
follow, his fall into drugs,participation in the opioid epidemic
and the life of crime full of bank
robberies that Walker pursues,
the façade of a put-together man
falls apart.

While the story and the plot
are incredible for a true story, this
movie could have been better.
The creators of this film covered the originality of Walker’s story with a handful of cliches. They
never give our Walker-based protagonist a name, but they might
as well have named him after the
beloved Holden Caulfield from
“The Catcher in the Rye,” who
they seemed to take every personality trait from in an attempt to
make a moody, literary buff main
character.
Our protagonist falls for, of
course, another cliche: the spontaneous brunette who doesn’t
believe in love. How many times
have we seen this one? Too many
times to count. Unlike the true
story, however, our main character and this woman, named Emily
in the film, stay together throughout it all. In Walker’s life, he and
his wife Kara separated shortly after he came home from war.
Another unique part of this
movie was the way our main
man breaks the fourth wall. This
was one of the worst decisions
in the movie. It happens maybe
four times in the entire two and
a half hours of “Cherry.” When
you make the character break
the fourth wall, you have to completely commit. The Russo brothers didn’t commit to this, however,
leaving this artistic choice as an
awkward addition.
If you couldn’t tell, I rated this
movie poorly. While the story
is incredible and Nico Walker’s
life is a story that seems to have

to take advantage of your power Jesus but, please, oh please,
help me get at least one young
boy off the streets.
I thank Him, praise Him,
bless Him.
Amen
echo@taylor.edu

that their Senior Voice Recital
was indeed a celebration.
As Logan so perfectly said,
“It really did just feel like
a triumph.”
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

Global Music
Ensemble

Apr. 13 @ 6-6:60pm
Wheeler Stage at the
Boren Campus Center

“Student Body”

Apr. 14-16 @ 7:30pm,
10pm
Euler Atrium

Wind Ensemble
Concert

Apr. 16 @7:30-8:30pm
Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

Senior Piano Recital, Emily VanHuis
Apr. 25 @ 4-6pm

Photo Provided by Ashton McKenzie

Ashton McKenzie enjoys time
with his family, leading to
them having a great deal of
influence on his writing.

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

come straight out of a movie, I
don’t think it should have ever
become one.
“The Father” (2021):
I saw this movie in theaters, not
prepared for the experience I was
about to have. I don’t believe any
movie has made me feel the way
this movie did.
This film is about 80-year-old
Anthony, living under the care
of his daughter Anne. Struggling
with memory loss from dementia, Anne begins to grieve the
loss of her father as he begins to
lose himself.
With genius production design, the viewer gets a glimpse
of Anthony’s deteriorating memory, walking alongside him in
his sickness.
Walking out of the theater, I
didn’t really know what to say and
still lack the words to adequately portray how this movie made
me feel. So, this review is short,
and I’ll leave you with this fivestar movie.
Go see “The Father” for yourself
and participate in this incredible
piece of art.
“It Began with a Page” – Kyo
Maclear and Julie Morstad
(2019)
Instead of recommending
something music-related this
week, I decided to share a picture book.
On March 16, 2021, a series of
mass shootings occurred killing six Asian-American women.
While discrimination and oppression has been targeted at Asian
and Pacific Island communities

much before 2020, it has increased
exponentially since the beginning
of the coronavirus and is something that no one should be ignoring any longer.
It’s important that we strive to
educate ourselves on the experiences of our Asian-American and
Pacific Islander (AAPI) friends and
siblings in Christ.
“It Begins with a Page” is a picture book about Gyo Fujikawa, an
American illustrator born to two
Japanese immigrants. Throughout
her life, she felt misplaced among
all her white classmates. It was
through art that she felt she fit in
with the world around her.
Fujikawa was hired by Walt Disney Studios in 1939, working on
projects like “Fantasia.” She continued to illustrate picture books,
most of which depicted babies of
all backgrounds and ethnicities
playing together, inviting readers of all nationalities to see the
beautiful freedom that can come
from unity.
I hope that “It Begins with a
Page,” a picture book, serves as
only the first book or piece of art
that readers of this column explore in their efforts to continually
research and educate themselves
on the lives of our AAPI brothers
and sisters.
Next Month:
Here are a few films I’m interested in checking out next month.
“Nobody” (March 26, 2021)
“Shiva Baby” (April 2, 2021)
“Things Seen and Heard” (April
29, 2021)
echo@taylor.edu

Sundance film, “CODA,” is set to hit

TROJAN NATION

“We have a lot of talent … people have been playing up
to their expectations. It’s been a lot of fun just to be
able to contribute. We are enjoying playing with each
other, and winning games.”
Baseball dominates Grace College
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Athletic facility upgrades planned for future
An update on
facility progress
Payne Moses
Staff Writer

Fall 2019 plans were put in place
for renovations of two Taylor athletic facilities: the football locker room
in the field house and the athletic
weight room in east Odle Arena.
Now, spring 2021 has arrived, and
the Taylor advancement and athletic department are collaborating
with the Taylor University Board
of Trustees to turn the plans into
a reality. Equipment, space and
aesthetic are all equal pieces of
these projects.
The planning team consists of
football coaching staff, athletic administration and student development members.
The updated field house and

upgraded equipment would only
benefit the football program. Conversely, east Odle’s weight room,
otherwise known as The Well, is
accessible by all Taylor students
and faculty.
Director of Athletics Kyle Gould
noted what role The Well currently serves, and his goal for its future.
“It’s a space that services all of our
teams, from our big football players
to our smaller cross-country runners and everyone in between,”
Gould said. “That’s the focus then
to just alleviate stress on The Well
which can get really packed.”
According to Special Assistant to
the President, Ron Sutherland, and
Gould, the two projects will not require additional building construction. Instead, the agreed upon goal
is to be better stewards of what
space already exists.
“The work the architects have

done is incredible,” Gould said. “It
still meets the needs of football as
well as the athletic weight room.
So, we’re really excited about it.
This isn’t like a band-aid.”
Vice
President of Student Development
Skip Trudeau, Gould and Sutherland all first met with architects
last summer. However, everything
in this undertaking goes through
the trustees.
Sutherland laid out the three basic phases of architecture: schematic design, designing documents and
actual physical construction.
“Right now, we’re in phase one,
still gathering pricing estimates for
this particular phase,” Sutherland
said. “The board would still have
to approve whatever the final design is. So, we’re still in (the) concept phase.”
Though still in phase one,
Sutherland estimates they are 80%

through the schematic design. He
said his team is working with the
Board of Trustees to either come to
a final resolution at their next meeting or the one following. A decision
will be made in May regardless of
exact date.
With exact specification and
blueprints not set in stone, pricing
is far from definite. Gould assessed
being stewards of current space
could turn, for example, a $14 million project into $5 million.
Once the schematics are approved by the Board of Trustees,
Sutherland said the entire operation will enter a hibernation period until the financial matters
are settled. In this particular case,
the period is dependent on outside contribution.
“This will be 100% donor driven,” Gould said. “There’s obviously
no tuition dollars or anything like

[that] would go to these projects.
It’s all donor driven.”
Timetables are fluid, yet the
long-anticipated athletic restoration has been confirmed as becoming actuality.

“What we’re wanting to do is
make sure we get the program design right,” Sutherland said. “Get the
pricing to make sure that we’re being the best stewards we can.”
echo@taylor.edu
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A rendering of the future facility upgrades.

Local preps basketball star leaves lasting legacy
Brown leaves Blackford
Athletics a better place

seasons in the same time frame.
Now, losing is an anomaly.
During Brown’s time at Blackford, the team went 77-25, winning two sectional titles and the
first regional title in school history this spring.
That is only part of the impact he has had though. Before
Brown, interest in Blackford basketball was, understandably, almost nonexistent. Up to a couple
of hundred people would come
to the games. Now, over 3,000
people will attend every game.
The financial impact was incredible. Ticket sales from people wanting to see Brown play
have helped pay for a new scoreboard and paint the walls of the
athletic department.
However, the pandemic has
made Blackford lose out on as
much as $100,000 due to not
having a packed house according to Blackford Athletic Director Tony Uggen.
Uggen remembers a picture
where the year before Brown

Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

Just 15 minutes away from Taylor’s campus, one of the most
prolific scorers in Indiana high
school history just ended his high
school career.
While most people will only remember Blackford Bruins’ Luke
Brown for his accomplishments
on the court, he leaves a legacy
much bigger than that.
Brown ends his high school career with 3,011 points and 599 assists, good for fourth and ninth
all-time in Indiana respectively. Despite all of his success on
the court, he gets plenty of negative messages about his talent
on social media. It does not bother him; it only fuels him more to
succeed and prove his doubters wrong.
“I love when student sections go
at me, it gets me going,” Brown said.

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

After close losses to open conference play, the Trojans have
gotten on a roll of late.

However, his biggest accomplishment was being a key factor
in rebuilding the Blackford High
School basketball program. Before Brown arrived, the Bruins
suffered a 61-game losing streak
spanning from Feb. 25, 2014 to
Jan. 14, 2017 as well as two winless

Baseball dominates Grace College
Trojans win another
4-game series sweep
Conrad Otto
Staff Writer

It took very little time for Taylor men’s baseball team to complete another 4-0 series sweep,
this time against Grace College.
“We played really well against
Grace. We had our best offensive series of the year. We scored
50 runs in the four games,” said
Head Coach Kyle Gould.
The Trojans won the first three
games of the series with scores of
13-2, 11-0 and 22-8, and they quietly won the last game 4-2.
Throughout the series, there
was dominant play by senior Joe
Moran, sophomore TJ Bass, senior Tucker Waddups, sophomore Connor Crawford and so
many more.

The Trojans took this series
as a bounce back opportunity,
as they came off of a series loss
to Huntington University.
Leading up to the Huntington
series, the team was on a 17-game
win streak. The three losses did
not seem to bother Gould, as he
still has high hopes of what the
team can accomplish.
“Hopefully those (losses) refocused us to do the simple things
well, and good things will happen,” Gould said.
The biggest win in the Grace
College series was game three,
with a score of 22-8. The Trojans
were down 8-3 going into the
sixth inning. Taylor found their
momentum within the inning,
scoring nine runs and taking
the lead, and eventually scoring
even more.
“It was good to have a big come
from behind win like that,” said

Gould. It was a huge morale
booster for the team, as the batting performance was at its peak.
“This has been the first big series
where the offense has dominated like it did.”
When it came to the hitting,
Junior Nick Rusche set the tone
for the Trojans’ offense within
the series. He finished the third
game of the series with three
runs scored, a grand slam and six
runs batted in, in the 22-8 win.
Rusche seemed pleased with the
performance of the team.
“We played really well…guys
came out and threw a lot of
strikes. We were able to put the
bat on the ball in the right situations and got some big extra
base hits when we needed it,” he
said.
The team improved their
home record to 16-0 on the season with the sweep.

came in, Blackford was playing Jay County and there were
maybe ten people sitting on the
Blackford side. Two years later
during Brown’s sophomore year,
the Blackford side was packed.
Brown feels blessed and humbled by the thought that he has
transformed Blackford basketball into what it is today. God is
essential in his life.
“I give Him all the glory in everything I do,” Brown said.
Many people cite two things
that are important to explain why
Brown is as good as he is: work
ethic and leadership.
Words do not give his work
ethic justice according to Blackford Head Coach Grant Newlin.
Often, when we hear about
great athletes, we hear they are
the first to practice and last to
leave. It is no different with
Brown. His whole day revolves
around getting better at basketball with multiple workouts
a day and sessions of shooting
as well as team practice.

“Skill and talent can only
take you so far,” Brown said.
His leadership was a key
part to their success this year.
Just a day before practice began
for the new season, the previous head coach, Jerry Hoover
stepped down due to COVID-19
concerns. This put Newlin as
head coach. Four players would
end up leaving the team during
the year, and the team was
forced to take a break due to
a positive COVID test. Brown’s
leadership helped keep team
spirits up.
Newlin described Brown as a
vocal leader who will get up in
teammate’s faces when needed.
He also is a leader in meetings
and the film room, giving advice
whenever needed.
Next year, Brown will be taking
his talents to Stetson University
in DeLand, Florida. He will look
to continue to achieve more on
the basketball court and continue to prove the doubters wrong.
echo@taylor.edu

Rusche is having a career year
so far. He has already set career-highs in runs, triples, home
runs and RBIs, despite still having
much of the season left.
“I’m really grateful to be playing
a full season,” he said. “We have a
lot of talent … people have been
playing up to their expectations.
It’s been a lot of fun just to be
able to contribute. We are enjoying playing with each other, and
winning games.”
Senior Tucker Waddups played
a key role in the pitching in the
Grace series. He was a relief pitcher, but his contribution to throwing the ball really gave the edge
to Taylor.
“I thought we pitched it pretty well,” he said. “Top to bottom I
thought our starters gave us some
good starts.” He was also in high
praise of the hitting, in that the
team hit the ball well.
In addition to Waddups’ pitching skills, he’s accomplished in
the classroom as well

Last year, he earned Academic All-Crossroads League and
NAIA Scholar-Athlete recognition. Being in the classroom is
just as important, if not more important than being on the field
for Waddups.
“Even though it is easy to not
take academics seriously, I take
it very important. It’s just something that I take extra time in doing. They really matter,” He said.
In 10 games, Waddups has one
start, with 12 innings pitched,
with 10 strikeouts, and strong
numbers in hits allowed, runs allowed, and earned runs. He was
vital in the 4-2 win — Saturday’s
second game,where he earned
the win with three strong innings
of one-hit ball.
The Trojans battled against
conference rival Indiana Wesleyan over the weekend. The two
teams have been jostling for position at the top of the conference for much of the season.
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s Golf

4/12 Sagamore Invitational 9 a.m.

Women’s Golf

4/12 Roadrunner Classic 9 a.m.
4/13 Roadrunner Classic 9 a.m.

Baseball

4/16 Spring Arbor 3 p.m.
4/17 Spring Arbor 1 p.m.

Softball

4/13 @Grace 3 p.m.
4/16 Saint Francis 4 p.m.
4/17 Huntington 1 p.m.

Track & Field

4/16 Little State Championships 3:30 p.m.
4/17 Little State Championships 11 a.m.

Lacrosse

4/14 Mount Vernon 4 p.m.
4/17 @Lourdes University 7 p.m.

S COREBOARD
RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
ATHLETICS

Women’s Golf

4/3 Purgatory Intercollegiate 1st

Men’s Golf

4/3 Purgatory Intercollegiate 3rd

Lacrosse

4/3 Concordia University L 7-11
4/7 Aquinas College L 6-21

Baseball

4/3 Grace College W 22-8
4/3 Grace College W 4-2

Softball

4/3 Bethel W 16-0
4/3 Bethel W 9-4
4/6 Spring Arbor L 0-5
4/6 Spring Arbor W 3-1

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Taylor baseball continues to
remain unbeaten at home.

Pat i e n c e S a ku e h

Noah Huseman

Track & Field

Baseball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Junior
Fort Mitchell, KY
English Education
Cincinnati Reds
42
Photograph by Anna Collins

Kade Kolpien

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

Year
Hometown
Major
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s
Team
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e
Funniest Teammate

(765) 998-7261

Freshman
Anderson, IN
Global Studies
Ind ianap o li s C o lt s
The Blind Side
Adelyn S hoenbeck
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